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Infroduction

This is an annual report for the Center for BiobehoViorql Research in
Breast Cancer, a center of excellence that was initially funded in

Proposed projects as well gs research cores that support this research.
Integration of theory, cross-cutting research themes, and multidisciplinary
training has begun to produce nove! ways of thinking about breast
cancer research and innovative, pciient-focused research activity.

Body

This section summarizes research accomplishments associated with our
approved statement of work. Under normal circumstances, research
findings would be presented and discussed and relevant publications
would be appended. However, this is complicated by the fact that this is
a Center project with numerous objectives among cores and research




" when final approvals are forthcoming the Center can irhmedio’reiy
operate at full strength, : ‘

The statement of work for the administrative core of the Centerincludes
orientation to the goals of the Center (introduction with faculty and
medical staff who will be involved, delineation of education and training,
objectives, establishment of committees, derivation of q calendar of
events including monthly seminars, offering opportunities to trainees for
involvement in Center activifies), solicitation of applications for fraining
positions and competitive review of these applications, attendance at’
monthly seminars, and attendance in activities of the Comprehensive
Breast Center clinical conferences. These activities have been initiated
and for the most part have been accomplished to the extent possible
due to the delays noted above. Orientation activities have been
completed and activities such as monthly seminars. and bi-weekly

-research conferences have been conducted over the past 12 months. A
calendar of events was not developed but rather our events have been
integrated into g single calendar of events used in the local (Pitisburgh)
behavioral medicine community by way of a [ist serve that supports
faculty and others at the University of Pitisburgh, Camegie-Mellon
University, and the UPMC Hedlth System.

Requests for training applications continued and a number of outstanding
pre- and post-doctoral applications were competitively reviewed. Two

programs at the University of Pittsburgh. One, Tamara Somers, is interested
in anxiety and patient adjustment o having breast cancer and the other,
Amanda Midboe is interested in psychological rauma and
neuropsychological sequelae of bregast cancer chemoprevention. Ms.
Somers has completed the first wave of data collection for her masters’
research, evaluating anxiety and cdjustment in early stage breast cancer

research in that areq, and Elizabeth Mundy, interested in psychological
trauma. The new fellow, Melanie Fiint, Ph.D., who comes to us from NIOSH
in Morgantown, West Virginia and is interested in PNL. In addition, Center
members have attended seminars and research meetings as well as
clinical conferences when relevant.

The website summarizing scientific ﬁndihgs and fraining opportunities in
the Centerisin development. Because of continuing delays in initiation of
research activities, this has been delayed until year 03.




in.

Key Research Accomplishments

None (see above)

Reg' ortable outcomes
None (see above)

Conclusions

The activities of the Center have been sharply curtailed by delays in final
human subjects review and in release of funds for the research core and

- projects in the Center. Training, development of content for seminars and




